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Maynard, Cooper & Gale Adds Three Patent Attorneys  
to Its Intellectual Property and Technology Practice Group 

Maynard, Cooper & Gale, P.C. is pleased to announce the addition of three 
patent attorneys to our Intellectual Property and Technology Practice Group.  
Russell Gache, Brandon Browning, and Diane Crawley will each focus their 
practice exclusively on patent, trademark, copyright and associated issues.  The 
addition of these highly experienced attorneys to our firm enables us to handle 
complex patent prosecution matters and provides greater depth for our firm in 
the areas of trademark, copyright and licensing matters.  

Maynard Cooper’s Intellectual Property and Technology practice group 
combines the specialized legal and technical skills generally associated with 
boutique intellectual property law firms, with the business and litigation 
capabilities of a major general practice law firm. Like a boutique firm, 
Maynard Cooper regularly represents clients in matters involving patent and 
trademark prosecution, copyright, trade secret, unfair competition and 
intellectual property portfolio development. Unlike a boutique practice, 
however, we also offer interdisciplinary expertise in litigation, technology 
transfer and licensing, biotechnology, confidentiality and security issues, data 
protection, website development, sponsored and collaborative research 
agreements, and IP-related due diligence.   

The following is a representative list of patents prosecuted by lawyers in 
our Intellectual Property and Technology practice group: 

�  Doppler Radar System: U.S. Pat. Nos. 6,803,875; 6,859,163; 
7,049,997.  

�  Steel Jail Cell: U.S. Pat. No. 7,318,300 
�  Integrated Power Supply and Platform for Military Radio: U.S. Pat. No. 

7,227,755 
�  Pulse Forming Converter Network: U.S. Pat. No. 7,009,370 
�  Measurement Module and System for Monitoring the Status of 

Armored Vehicle Electronic Components: U.S. Pat. No. 6,697,763 
�  Compact Integrated Infrared Scene Projector: U.S. Pat. No. 6,635,892 
�  Method and Apparatus for Generating Virtual Views of Sporting 

Events: U.S. Pat. No. 6,124,862 
�  Fiber Having Increased Filament Separation and Method for Making 

Same: U.S. Pat. No. 7,346,961 
�  Modular Retrofit Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning System: 

U.S. Pat. No. 7,258,606 
�  Compression Head Stabilizer: U.S. Pat. No. 7,217,118 
�  Dietary Supplement: U.S. Pat. No. 7,022,350 
�  Bridge Construction System: U.S. Pat. No. 7,003,837 
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In addition, the following is a list of representative matters handled by lawyers in our Intellectual 
Property and Technology practice group: 

�  Provided numerous patent invalidity and non-infringement opinions relating to pharmaceutical 
patents, many of which led to the successful launch of generic drugs, including a $1 billion brand 
name drug for treating arthritis, a $600 million brand name drug for treating seizures, prenatal and 
prescription vitamins, hyperhomocysteinemia treatments, and others.  

�  Represented the plaintiff in a dispute over the ownership of a process patent, winning the client 
ownership of the patent plus over $1.25 Million in damages and attorneys' fees. 

�  Represented the defendant, a national life insurance company, in a copyright and trade secret case 
involving illustration software, which was favorably resolved after dismissal of the majority of claims 
at summary judgment. 

�  Successfully defended a gourmet dog product manufacturer client against a claim of trademark 
infringement from a domain name owner having a similar domain name.  A federal district court in 
Birmingham, Alabama entered a final judgment in favor of the client dismissing all claims and 
awarding the client its attorneys fees of $200k to defend the action.  

�  Filed a patent infringement action against a friction stir welding machine manufacturer in federal 
district court in Huntsville, Alabama.  The parties settled their disputed claims by entering into a 
licensing arrangement under the patents in suit.  

�  Successfully defended a New Jersey lamp fixture manufacturer in a copyright infringement action 
filed in Mobile, Alabama by obtaining a favorable settlement at a fraction of the original demand.  

�  Successfully obtained a federal trademark registration for the Vulcan statue overlooking 
Birmingham, Alabama for a client by appealing to the Trademark Trial and Appeal Board a final 
refusal to register the statue by the U.S. Trademark Office.  U.S. Ser. No. 76-579511.  

�  Successfully defended alleged infringer in patent infringement lawsuit related to log conveying 
equipment.  

�  Represented plaintiff in cyber-squatting case before the WIPO and federal courts resulting in 
assignment of disputed domain name to the plaintiff. 

Maynard Cooper’s Intellectual Property and Technology Practice Group now includes the following 
practicing attorneys: 
 

 

  

Russell C. Gache joins Maynard Cooper as a shareholder in the firm’s Birmingham office.   He is a 
registered patent attorney with the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.  He counsels clients in all areas 
of intellectual property law, with a nonexclusive focus on protecting intellectual property for computer 
hardware and software manufacturers, computer electronics manufacturers, and internet business 
model companies. 
 

 

  

C. Brandon Browning joins Maynard Cooper as a shareholder in the firm’s Birmingham office. He is 
a registered patent attorney with the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.  His practice focuses on the 
acquisition, protection, licensing and enforcement of intellectual property and defending clients 
against the intellectual property claims of others.  In particular, Mr. Browning concentrates on 
chemical, pharmaceutical, medical device and energy-related technologies. 
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Diane H. Crawley joins Maynard Cooper Of Counsel in the firm’s Birmingham office. She focuses her 
practice on the acquisition, licensing and protection of intellectual property rights.  Ms. Crawley advises 
a broad range of clients on intellectual property matters, including patents, trademarks, copyright, trade 
secrets and technology protection.  As a registered patent attorney with a degree in electrical 
engineering, Ms. Crawley also prosecutes patent applications before the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office.  Ms. Crawley regularly represents clients in trademark selection, clearance, 
registration and protection, and intellectual property dispute resolution. 
 

 

M. Beth O’Neill  is a shareholder in the firm’s Birmingham office.  She has a broad corporate practice, 
including the representation of business entities in mergers and acquisitions, the representation of 
clients in all aspects of real estate matters, and the representation of both lenders and borrowers in 
secured and unsecured financing transactions and in equipment leasing transactions.  In connection 
with her corporate practice, Ms. O’Neill focuses on the representation of clients in software and other 
intellectual property licensing matters, with an emphasis on specialized information security, 
confidentiality and data protection issues for financial and healthcare institutions. 
 

M. Lee Huffaker is a shareholder in the firm’s Birmingham office. Mr. Huffaker focuses his practice 
on intellectual property litigation and other technology-related legal matters.  He has extensive 
experience representing both plaintiffs and defendants in patent, copyright, trademark, trade secret and 
unfair competition litigation.  In addition, he regularly counsels clients in the acquisition, licensing and 
protection of intellectual property rights.  As a registered patent attorney with a degree in chemical 
engineering,  Mr. Huffaker also prosecutes patent applications before the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office. 
 

 

Ashley E. Swink  is a shareholder in the firm’s Huntsville office.  As a part of her commercial and 
business litigation practice, Ms. Swink represents and advises clients on matters including contractual 
disputes, banking law, securities/shareholder disputes, products liability suits and sales representation 
litigation.  Her employment practice often involves working with employers on issues involving 
technology in the workplace.  She is routinely asked to consult on best practices for document 
retention and e-discovery.  Ms. Swink has a particular interest in cases involving the intersection of 
business and employment litigation, such as trade secrets, covenants not to compete, and non-
solicitation/non-disclosure agreements. 

Emily G. Branum is an associate in the firm’s Birmingham office.  Ms. Branum handles mergers and 
acquisitions as well as private equity transactions for private and publicly held companies. Ms. 
Branum also devotes a substantial amount of time advising a broad range of clients on intellectual 
property matters, including trademark, copyright, trade secrets and technology protection.  Ms. 
Branum's practice includes securing, maintaining, and licensing copyrights, trademarks and trade 
secrets.  Ms. Branum also advises clients in the area of software contracts and intellectual property 
matters arising in the media and entertainment industries. 

 

Brian A. Warwick is an associate in the firm’s Birmingham office.  Mr. Warwick's corporate practice 
focuses on structuring, negotiating, and drafting a variety of agreements for clients, with an emphasis 
on specialized information security, confidentiality, licensing and marketing agreements.  Mr. 
Warwick frequently advises clients on information technology (IT) procurement matters, outsourcing 
transactions, and other strategic sourcing initiatives.   Mr. Warwick also represents clients before the 
United States Congress on a variety of issues involving financial institutions, with a particular 
emphasis on matters related to intellectual property, privacy and data security.   
 

 

 

 



  
 
 
 
 
Patent Services 

�  Invention Evaluation and Counseling   
�  Patentability/Novelty and Ownership 

Searches 
�  Application Filing and Prosecution 
�  Validity and Infringement Searches/Studies 

and Opinions 
�  Non-Infringement and Right-To-Use 

Opinions 
�  International Application Filing and 

Prosecution 
�  Patent Interferences 
�  Correction, Reissue, and Re-examinations 
�  Patent Design Around and Infringement 

Avoidance Strategies/Counseling 
�  Infringement and Defense Litigation 

 
Trademark and Trade Dress Services 

�  Federal and State Registrations 
�  Foreign Trademark Registrations 
�  Screening Searches 
�  Trademark Clearance Searches/Opinions 
�  Oppositions and Cancellations of Federal 

Registrations 
�  Opinion and Infringement Counseling 
�  Portfolio Reviews and Counseling 
�  Infringement and Defense Litigation 

 
Copyright Services 

�  Federal Copyright Registrations (public and 
secret)  

�  Copyright Searching and Clearance 
�  Opinions, Infringement Studies, and 

Counseling 
�  Infringement and Defense Litigation 

 
Trade Secret Services 

�  Analysis and Misappropriation 
Opinions/Counseling 

�  Misappropriation and Defense Litigation 
�  Corporate Secrecy Policy Reviews 

 
 
Computer Software, Internet, and Related 
Intellectual Property Services 

�  Internet Domain Name Disputes 
�  Domain Name Transfer Agreements 
�  Licensing Agreements 
�  Technology Exchange Agreements 
�  Manufacturing Agreements 
�  Computer Software Licensing and 

Protection Strategies 
�  Employee Agreements and Related 

Counseling 
 
Miscellaneous Intellectual Property Services 

�  Confidential Disclosure Agreements   
�  Data Protection and Management 
�  Employment Agreements 
�  Licensing and Manufacturing Agreements 
�  Assignment Agreements 
�  Corporate Assets Due Diligence 

Review/Audits 
�  Corporate Transactions 
�  Intellectual Property Counseling 
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Maynard, Cooper & Gale’s Intellectual Property and Technology services include: 

    

 

  
 

Birmingham ����  Huntsville ����  Montgomery 
www.maynardcooper.com 

 
 

No representation is made that the quality of legal services 
to be performed is greater than the quality of legal services 
performed by other lawyers. 
 
Disclaimer regarding legal advice: The information in this 
newsletter should not be construed as legal advice.  This 
information is not  intended  to create or constitute an 
attorney-client relationship. For more information or an 
explanation about the matters discussed in this newsletter, 
please contact an attorney in this practice group. 

 


