| .56 BRMNGHAM BUSINESS JOURNAL

M _zow_qﬂ w:m__‘mmu Ezb_mcm

weww biTRinghambusinzssjournal com | AUGUST 17, 2007

SINGSTAR AWARD.TERRI wwm@mww

Sewell has answered the call since returning home

BY ASHLEY PIER | SPECIAL .
mmw ince graduating as the valedictorian of Selma High

2 School, Terri Sewell was somewhat of a globetrot-
2 ter before finding her way back to Alabama where
she became the first African American shareholder at
Maymard Cooper & Gale PC.

She received a bachelor’s degree from Princeton, a’

master's degree from England’s Oxford University and a
law degree from Harvard University before working more
than 10 years at a Wall Street law firm in its Zmé%onw and
London-based offices.
But during her traveling mmﬁ moBmﬁ_Bbm always
seemed to try to pull her back to Alabama,
- “New York was never really home for me. I wanted to
" give back to a community that gave me so much,” Sewell
said.

“Life is more than just UmEm moom at your _o_u It's about
using your talent and resources to help others.”

Two years ago, Sewell moved back to Birmingham,
where she has made a tremendous impact both within
the community and at Maynard Cooper and Gale.

“She’s been good in client amqm_cﬁami and is a terrific
recruiter for young lawyers,” said Frank McPhillips, one
of the firmy’s founders and Sewell’s mentor.

“Skie has a high profile in the community and has had
a significant impact in elevating the profile of this law
firm.”

Sewell directs much of her focus SSEQ mgcnmgosw_
¢ finance.

mmuammmzzbm institutions including Emwmam State and
Tuskegee universities, she has worked to improve schools
by establishing and renovating dormitories, student cen-
ters and other buildings.

“By using my financing Umnwmaocsa to work with gmmo
clients, 'm able to combine both of my passions,” said
Sewell, who learned the value and importance of an edu-
cation while growing up in Alabama. -
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After a decade on Wall m:,mmﬁ Terri Sewell moved home and
became a partner at Maynard Cooper & Gale PC.

One of Sewell’s major career monoBﬁmm:EmEm is estab-
lishing an entirely new client base after the move from
New York to w:EEmrEB

But when asked what she is most proud of mow_m.Sﬁm
since her time in Birmingham, one answer HEEmEmSE
comes to mind.

“I helped HE.mm over $70,000 for

THERE ARE $0  Voices Against Violence to help
eradicate domestic So:w:om in

many people Who  Birmingham,” Sewell said.
ﬁocm__.__“ and died “The money werit Séma a

Best Practices Domestic Violence
Court to provide assistance.”
Sewell also serves: an' the
board of crganizations such_as
the St. Vincent's Foundation, the
Alabama Chapter of the National
MultipleSclerosis Societyand the

forme tobe in
this room, and the
challenge is for me
to stay in the room

and widen the door * iy Scouts of Cahaba Council:

for others to come  Every cause she supports has a
.+ special meaning to her,

across. Although work is a large focus

Terti Sewell of Sewell’s life, she doesn't let it

keep her from enjoying herseif.
“She's very outgoing and has

a great sense of humor” said

“She shows young lawvers that it’s fun to

»

Maynard Cooper & Gale PC

McPhillips.
practice law.
But she doesn't take what she does lightly. A
" Througth her hard work, she has helped open the door

- fornumerous gther women and minorities to follow.

“Theré are so many people who fought and died for me
to bé in this roon, and the challenge is for me to stay 5
the room and widen the door for oEmHm to come across,”
Sewell said.

“It’s one thing to be given the owtonE:Q but in the
end it's what you do with it. Take that ball and run with
..ﬁ..: .

Ashley Pier is a freelance writer based in Atlanta,



